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  Charter Day: February 7, 2019  

 Charter Day is set for Thursday, February 7 at Generations Park, beginning at 
6:30 p.m. featuring: 

 A trivia contest featuring questions about Bridgewater’s past, present, and 
future.  (Grand prize is a gold wrist band for free, first-in-line access to 
rides at our Summer’s End Celebration); 

 Hot chocolate and other sweet treats; and 

 At 7:17 pm, a spectacular fireworks show will be launched from behind the 
Bridgewater Community Center. 

 Of course, people will be able to ice skate throughout the evening, or enjoy a 
seat at one of our four fire tables.  Join us as we celebrate Bridgewater’s 184th 
birthday! 

Recycling Update 
 As we’ve reported to you in previous 
issues of the Current, the market for recycled 
materials has declined 
tremendously.  We’ve been 
notified by our recycler, 
Green Earth, that they are 
no longer accepting plastics 
other than HDPE (marked 
with the No. 2 symbol 
shown to the right).  
Generally speaking No. 2 
plastic is used for milk 
jugs, detergent containers, 
cleaning supplies, and shampoo. 

 We will no longer be able to accept 
plastics other than No. 2 plastics.  While we 
share your disappointment in this news, we 
remain committed to offer as many recycling 
services as we can. 

 For additional information about our trash 
and recycling collection schedule, please turn 
to page two.   

Only No. 2 plastics 
will be accepted. 

Got a Question?  Call B-Connected - 908-4212 

“Dine & Skate” at Gen Park 

 Do you have friends or family who’d like to ice skate for 
free?  The Cracked Pillar and Jalapeno Southwest Grill have 
agreed to participate in our “Dine and Skate” program.  Here's 
how it works...  

 Dine at Jalapeno Southwest Grill on a Monday or Tuesday, 
or the Cracked Pillar on Tuesday.  After your meal, each 
person will receive a free skate pass (rentals included.)   

 Come to Generations Park on any Monday or Tuesday for 
the remainder of the season and skate for free.   

 After redeeming 
your free skate 
pass, you will 
receive a coupon 
for a free treat at 
either the 
Cracked Pillar or 
Jalapeno 
Southwest Grill.  

 Encourage your friends & family to join you at Gen Park on 
Monday or Tuesday evenings for some winter fun!    

Fireworks begin at 7:17 on 02-07 
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Valentine’s Day at Gen Park 
 Valentine's Day is fast approaching!  We would like to 
celebrate with an evening of skating at 
Generations Park.  Here’s what you 
need to do: 

 Dine at any restaurant in the Town 
of Bridgewater on February 14.  

 Bring your meal receipt 
to Generations Park on February 14. 

  Receive a free ice skating session.   

Let your friends and family know about this 
fun evening in Bridgewater!   

Passport Fair - February 23 
     Need a passport?  A passport fair has been 
scheduled for Saturday, 
February 23 from 8:00 a.m. to 
Noon at Arey Assembly Hall.   

 The Town of Bridgewater 
is a  Department of State 
passport acceptance 
facility.  While our office does not process renewals, 
we do accept applications for new passports or 
passports that have been expired for 5 years or 
more.  Our passport acceptance agents will be glad 
to answer your questions about the passport 
application process.   

 Passport photograph services will also be 
available.  Photos are free for Town residents who 
present their B-Rec card, otherwise the fee is $15 
per photo.    

 For more information about our passport fair 
or our passport services, please visit 
bridgewater.town or call one of our passport agents 
at 908-4212. 

Thursday—Recycling. 

 Please put your recycling bin out between 5:00 pm on Wednesday and 7:00 am on Thursday. 

 The market for recyclables is awful, so here’s what we can take: aluminum cans, tin cans, news-
papers and magazines, small cardboard boxes, and No. 2 plastic containers bearing the symbol 
at right.  We cannot take any other plastic or glass or Styrofoam.  Sadly, this means that soft 
drink bottles and water bottles cannot be recycled.  You can take your large cardboard boxes to 
20 Volunteer Drive. 

 Please rinse your metals and plastics, but the labels can stay on.  And please, don’t try to recycle pizza with 
the pizza box; either eat it all or throw some away. 

Monday—No Collection Except on the First Monday of the Month. 

 On the first Monday, we collect refuse which isn’t suitable for regular trash, vegetation, or recycling collec-
tion.  It may take us a few days to pick up everything, but have it all out on Monday by 7:00 am.  If you put it 
out after that, it will mess up our system and probably won’t be collected! 

 A partial list of things we can’t—and won’t—pick up even in this large-item program: tires, lead-acid batter-
ies, cars and car parts, tree limbs over 6” thick or 8’ long, tree stumps, hazardous materials, and paint or 
chemical containers that have not dried out.  Ask about unusual items, but most everything else is fair game.  
(We even picked up a piano once!) 

Sanitation Information 
 As noted on page one, the only plastic that we can recycle is No. 2 plastic containers.     
We are working on a sanitation information publication that will summarize all of our trash 
collection regulations.  Look for the complete guide soon, but until then, here are some tips 
for large item pickup and recycling.  

Vendors for Spring Festival 
 Bridgewater is excited to host a 
Spring Festival on April 27th at 
Generations Park.  We are searching 
for food, craft, and flower vendors.  If 
you are interested in being a vendor 

please email Megan Byler at mbyler@bridgewater.town.  
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Patience 

 As some of you may recall, back in 2001, we 
acquired land on what is now Don Litten Parkway.  
We needed the land to build a new town shop out of 
the flood plain, but the shop required only a corner of 
the property, so we were left with several outparcels.  
The Rescue Squad occupies one outparcel, and we 
recently sold another to Sentara for the new medical 
clinic. 

 Still, though, we have almost five acres of unused 
land, and because it doesn’t advance our 
governmental mission, we are trying to sell it.  You 
might think that if we have been trying to sell the land 
for 19 years, we aren’t trying very hard.  But lethargy 
and patience are indistinguishable to an outside 
observer, and we are most definitely being patient, 
not lethargic. 

 We have had offers over the years, but they 
weren’t offers that would enhance the lives of our 
citizens in any way.  The Council sees recouping the 
tax dollars spent 19 years ago as an important 
objective but ensuring the proper use of the land as 
compelling.  Selling the land to, say, a mud-flap 
distributor, would recoup tax dollars but do little to 
make Bridgewater a better place to live. 

 So we wait—and we work.  Nearly every day, we 
pitch the property to another prospective business.  
We have reached out to many different types of 
businesses, but the hotel industry has been most 
receptive to our calls lately.  We can make a good case 
for a hotel, and for the most part, hoteliers have 
wanted to hear what we have to say.  Even now, 
though, patience is required, as potential hotel 
operators ask us to give them the land for free or 
finance the construction or waive some unwaivable 
ordinance. 

 But we will find a buyer, and it will be one who 
makes the taxpayers whole and improves life in 
Town.  Until then, though, we will be patient. 

“We have reached out to many different types 
of businesses, but the hotel industry has been 

most receptive to our calls lately.” 

 

Y:Jay’s Column About Policy Gen Park 2019 Schedule 

Date  Hours                         Rates:  

Monday  5:00 pm-9:00 pm $4.00  

Tuesday  3:00 pm-9:00 pm       

Wednesday  5:00 pm-9:00 pm 

Thursday  3:00 pm-9:00 pm 

Friday  3:00 pm-10:00 pm $5.00 

Saturday  12:00 pm-10:00 pm 

Sunday  12:00 pm-9:00 pm 
 

Skate rental is $3.00 for non-residents 

Skating & skate rental is always FREE for Town 
residents who show their B-Rec card. 

 

Follow Generations Park on Facebook for upcoming 
events and scheduling announcements. 

Skate season ends March 3 

Got a Question?  Call B-Connected - 908-4212 

Private Ice Skating Parties 

  We have one time slot left for this season: 

  February 16 from 8-9 a.m. ($100) 

 Rental fee includes a private skating session and 
rental skates for guests.   

 To reserve February 16 at 8 a.m. call B-Connected 
at 908-4212. 
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Municipal Calendar 

February 13 ............ Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

February Events Around Town 

Bridgewater Rotary Club - Dinner/meeting               
6:00 p.m. on Tuesdays at Maple Terrace, Bridgewater 
Retirement Community.  

Take Off Pounds Sensibly (T.O.P.S.)  5:00-6:00 p.m. on 
Tuesdays at Bridgewater Presbyterian Church.            
Contact Cindy Bolin at (540) 820-3253. 

Bridgewater Historical Museum - 109 S. Main St.    
Closed from December 23 - February 6, 2019. 

February 4:  Bridgewater Ruritan Club - 6:30 p.m. 
Meeting at Bridgewater UMC Fellowship Hall. 

February 5:  Congressman Ben Cline – 11:00 a.m.        
Open Door Meeting (First Tuesday of every month.) A 
representative will appear at the Bridgewater Community 
Center.  For more info call 885-3861. 

February 12:  Memory Café - 2 p.m.  By Alzheimer’s 
Assoc., Bridgewater Presbyterian Church (back entrance), 
110 E. College St.  Contact Lauren Blackshaw at (434) 270-
0692. 

February 11: Bridgewater Family & Community 
Educators - 7 p.m.  Contact Betsy Glendye at 820-6971. 

February 20: V.F.W. Post 8644 - Auxiliary 7:00 p.m. and 
Veterans 7:30 p.m.  Both meetings held at the Post home 
on Dry River Road.  Contact adjpost8644@vfwva.org. 

Submit upcoming events by the 15th of the month to 
events@bridgewater.town  

 

Bridgewater Current 

Follow Up:  DORM 

 DORM—the stoplight and intersection improvement 
project at Dylan Circle-Old River Road-Main Street—has 
entered the right-of-way acquisition and utility relocation 
phase.  Starting about a month from now, you’ll begin to 
see utilities moved at the DORM intersection.   

 Columbia Gas will be 
moving their gas line,  which 
will create some traffic delays at 
the DORM intersection.   
While this is going on, we’ll be 
securing the necessary 
easements to move the rest of the utilities in the 
intersection.  Once the utilities are all moved, we can bid 
this project and move closer to construction.  

 (As always, to receive alerts on traffic delays or other 
breaking news, sign up for our e-alerts at 
alerts@bridgewater.town.) 

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call B-Connected at 908-4212. 

Upcoming Events 

February 7 ............................... Charter Day Celebration 

February 23 ................................................ Passport Fair 

March 30 ....................... Par-3 & Mini-Golf Opening Day 

Commemorative Bricks at Generations Park 

Memorialize a special event or remember a loved one with a custom engraved brick at 
Generations Park.  For more info visit bridgewater.town or call 908-4212   


